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21 April 2022 
 
Dear Kath 
 
WITHDRAWAL OF LONDON RESORT DCO APPLICATION – APPLICATION FOR 
AWARD OF COSTS 
 
I refer to your letter of 29 March to interested parties informing us that London Resort 
Company Holdings has withdrawn its application for an Order granting development consent 
for the London Resort.  
 
In your letter you advise that there are circumstances in which parties may be able to seek 
award of costs. 
 
As you are aware, Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC) owns the freehold of land 
surrounding Ebbsfleet International Station, known as Ebbsfleet Central, which formed part 
of the land to which the withdrawn DCO application related. The draft DCO included powers 
to compulsorily acquire land and rights over land and powers for the temporary possession 
of land which is within EDC's ownership. In our response to the Public Consultation in 
September 2020, and in our Relevant Representation of 31 March 2021, EDC formally 
objected to the application for these compulsory acquisition powers due to significant 
concerns about the commercial and technical interrelationship between these powers and 
EDC’s plans to secure the redevelopment of the Ebbsfleet Central site.  
 
We have carefully read the Government’s current guidance on the award of costs for 
development consent orders, which was appended to your letter of 29 March. Page 14 of the 
guidance refers to the scenario in which the applicant decides not to proceed with compulsory 
acquisition, which appears to apply to EDC’s position as an affected landowner. The guidance 
states that where an applicant withdraws their DCO application; provided that an objector to 
a compulsory acquisition request has maintained its objection up to the point of withdrawal, 
then it will be regarded as a successful objector and treated as if its success was down to its 
representation.   
 
As referenced above, in our response to the Public Consultation in September 2020 and our 
Relevant Representation of 31 March 2021 we formally objected to LRCH’s compulsory 
acquisition proposals in relation to EDC’s land interests and we have maintained our objection 
throughout. We believe therefore that we have a fully valid case for award of costs as a 
successful objector.  
 
We would wish to claim for our costs incurred during the period from the July 2020 public 
consultation through to 29 March 2022 when the DCO application was withdrawn. Our claim 
would include both direct and indirect costs as summarised below: 
 






